
“Peter began to say to Him, ’See, we have left 

all and followed You’ “ (Mark 10:28)  

Our Lord replies to this statement of Peter 

by saying that this surrender is “for my sake 

and the gospel’s“ (10:29). It was not for the 

purpose of what the disciples themselves 

would get out of it. Beware of surrender 

that is motivated by personal benefits that 

may result. For example, “I am going to give 

myself to God because I want to be 

delivered from sin, because I want to be 

made holy. “Being delivered from sin and 

being made holy are the result of being right 

with God, but surrender resulting from this 

kind of thinking is certainly not the true 

nature of Christianity. Our motive for 

surrender should not be for any personal 

gain at all. We have become so self-centered 

that we go to God only for something from 

him, and not for God himself. It is like saying, 

“No, Lord, I don’t want you; I want to 
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By R.C. Sproul 

 
There is an incident in the biblical record 

that causes abiding consternation for many 

of God’s people. It is the story of how two 

of the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 

were slain suddenly by God. 
Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 

each took his censer and put fire in it and 

laid incense on it and offered unauthorized 

fire before the LORD, which he had not 

commanded them. And fire came out from 

before the LORD and consumed them, and 

they died before the LORD. Then Moses 

said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has 

said: ‘Among those who are near me I will 

be sanctified, and before all the people I will 

be glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace. 

(Lev. 10:1–3) 
Aaron, of course, was the older brother of 

Moses and the first high priest of Israel. 

God had consecrated Aaron and his sons 

to the holy vocation of the priesthood. It 

was in the context of their priestly service 

that two of Aaron’s four sons, Nadab and 

Abihu, each got a censer—a kind of vessel 

that was used in antiquity to contain the 

incense that was burned as an offering before 

God—put fire in them, put incense on them, 

and offered what the book of Leviticus calls 

“unauthorized fire.” 
What is “unauthorized fire,” or, as it is 

rendered in other translations, “profane fire” 

or “strange fire”? We use the 

word profane to refer to that which is less 

than holy, but the word profane comes from 

the Latin profanus, which literally means 

“outside the temple.” So, in a literal sense, 

Moses, as the author of Leviticus, is saying 

that the fire that Nadab and Abihu 

introduced to the altar had not been purified 

or consecrated. For that, God took 

their lives. 
On the surface, it seems that this was cruel 
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• Mar 8—Daylight 

Savings Time begins 

• Mar 29—Koinonia  

Sunday 

• Mar 29, 5 pm—

church Fellowship 

potluck dinner, 

theme: GREEN 

 Volunteers Needed 

• To clean the 

church—see Dora 

for details 

• For Sunday School 

teaching rotation—

see Gean or Amity 

• For table decora-

tions—sign up sheet 

Strange Fire 

Total Surrender 
Oswald Chambers 

Valley Herald 
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Revelation 15:4  

“Who will not fear you, 

Lord, and bring glory to 

your name? For you 

alone are holy. All 

nations will come and 

worship before you, for 

your righteous 

acts have been 

revealed. “ 

“Do not profane my holy 

name, for I must be 

acknowledged as holy by 

the Israelites. I am 

the Lord, who made you 

holy.” 

Leviticus 22:32 

Bible Study & Fellowship Groups 

Strange Fire 

and unusual punishment. These young 

priests clearly violated some prescription 

that God had set forth for the offering of 

incense in the holy place, but it may have 

been no more than a prank or a mischievous 

innovation. Was it really necessary for God 

to rebuke their action so decisively? 
To understand this incident more fully, we 

have to go back to the book of Exodus. Just 

before God gave His Ten Commandments, 

He told Moses that He soon would come to 

him in a thick cloud so that the people might 

hear Him speaking and believe (19:9). To 

prepare for that stupendous vision, God 

commanded the people to consecrate 

themselves (v. 10). He also set strict 

borders around Mount Sinai, saying that 

whoever touched the mountain would die 

(v. 12). When God came, “there were 

thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on 

the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, 

so that all the people in the camp 

trembled” (v. 16). God called Moses to 

ascend the mountain, but before revealing 

His law, God sent Moses back down the 

mountain to repeat and expand the warning. 

He said: 
Go down and warn the people, lest they 

break through to the LORD to look and 

many of them perish. Also let the priests 

who come near to the LORD consecrate 

themselves, lest the LORD break out 

against them. (vv. 21–22) 
So, at the very formation of the nation of 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israel, God laid down the fundamental laws 

of consecration for the priests. He warned 

them that if they were not consecrated or 

if they violated their consecration, He 

would “break out” against them. Nadab 

and Abihu violated the holy law of the 

priesthood. When they did so, God killed 

them, reminding Israel of the sanctity of 

His presence. That is why Moses reminded 

Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: 

‘Among those who are near me I will be 

sanctified, and before all the people I will 

be glorified.’” When he heard this, Aaron 

“held his peace.” Even amid his grief, he 

knew his sons had committed a grave 

offense against Israel’s holy God. 
One aspect of the modern church that 

most saddens and concerns me is that 

believers are no longer encouraged to have 

a healthy fear of God. We seem to assume 

that the fear of the Lord is something that 

belonged to the Old Testament period and 

is not to be a part of the life of the 

Christian. But fear of God involves not 

simply a trembling before His wrath, but a 

sense of reverence and awe because of His 

glorious holiness. 
Even though we are living on the finished 

side of the cross, the fear of the Lord is 

still the beginning of wisdom (Ps. 111:10a). 

God is still a consuming fire, a jealous God 

(Deut. 4:24). When we come into His 

presence, we are to come as children, as 

those who have been reconciled, but there 

is to be a godly fear inspired by respect for 

the One with whom we are dealing. 
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“For it is God who 

works in you to will 

and to act in order 

to fulfill his good 

purpose. “ 

Philippians 2:13 

V A L L E Y  H E R A L D  

Day Time Contact Location Current Study 

Mondays 

5:30 pm Young Adult Ladies 

Hannah Zentz 

Hannah’s house How to be a woman of 

God 

6:30 pm Young Adult Guys         

Jared Zentz 

Jared’s parents’ 

house 

Fellowship 

Tuesdays  

6:00 pm Women                         

Laura Cormos 

Church Romans 

6:00 pm Men                                

Ken Hettinger 

Church Sunday Sermons 



11: Deuteronomy 3-4 

12: Deuteronomy 5-7 

13: Deuteronomy 8-10 

14: Deuteronomy 11-13 

15: Deuteronomy 14-16 

16: Deuteronomy 17-20 

17: Deuteronomy 21-23 

18: Deuteronomy 24-27 

19: Deuteronomy 28-29 

20: Deuteronomy 30-31 

21: Deuteronomy 32-34 &          

March 

  1: Numbers 16-17 

  2: Numbers 18-20 

  3: Numbers 21-22 

  4: Numbers 23-25 

  5: Numbers 26-27 

  6: Numbers 28-30 

  7: Numbers 31-32 

  8: Numbers 33-34 

  9: Numbers 35-36 

10: Deuteronomy 1-2 
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Bible in a Year - Reading Plan 

 

desert him with this excuse-“Yes, Lord, I heard you call 

me, but my family needs me and I have my own interests. I 

just can’t go any further “ (see Luke 9:57-62). “Then, “Jesus 

says, “you ‘cannot be My disciple’ “(see Luke 14:26–33). 

True surrender will always go beyond natural devotion. If 

we will only give up, God will surrender Himself to 

embrace all those around us and will meet their needs, 

which were created by our surrender. Beware of stopping 

anywhere short of total surrender to God. Most of us have 

only a vision of what this really means, but have never truly 

experienced it. 

myself. But I do want You to clean me and fill me with 

Your Holy Spirit. I want to be on display in Your 

showcase so I can say, ‘This is what God has done for 

me.’ “ Gaining heaven, being delivered from sin, and being 

made useful to God are things that should never even be 

a consideration in real surrender. Genuine total surrender 

is a personal sovereign preference for Jesus Christ 

Himself. 

Where does Jesus Christ figure in when we have a 

concern about our natural relationships? Most of us will 

(Continued from page 1) 

Do you shop at King Soopers? Now you can help raise funds for Valley Christian Church and the 

Youth Group/Children’s Ministry by linking your King Soopers card to the church`s account. 

Please follow the directions attached to this newsletter. Laura Cormos is more than happy to 

help answer any questions you might have. Many thanks for your support! You are a blessing! 

NOTW 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

& ANNIVERSARIES 

 Psalms 91 

22: Joshua 1-4 

23: Joshua 5-8 

24: Joshua 9-11 

25: Joshua 12-15 

26: Joshua 16-18 

27: Joshua 19-21 

28: Joshua 22-24 

29: Judges 1-2 

30: Judges 3-5 

31: Judges 6-7 

Lane H  3/3                    

Brad L  3/6 

Laura C  3/23 

Myrna B  3/25 

V A L L E Y  H E R A L D  



Pastor Lane Hardy 

Youth Pastor Sam Hardy 
 

 

Phone:  970.663.5996 

E-mail:  PastorLane@hotmail.com 

At Valley we won’t bore, bribe or badger you - we just 

want to communicate to you that God is real, and very 

present in your life. So we speak in terms that everyone 

can understand and tackle issues that everyone can re-

late to. 

Our pastor is an exciting and energetic speaker who is 

able to develop messages that are personal, practical 

and positive. Lane clearly believes the things he tells us 

and you can see how God’s principles for life put into 

practice provide us with a fulfilling life. 

When you first visit Valley, we want you to be able to 

experience an uplifting time of worship, encouraging 

messages, friendly people and enjoyable atmosphere. 

VALLEY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
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Meeting above The Garden Room  

every Sunday at 9:30 am 

697 N Denver Ave, Loveland, CO 80537 

We’re on the Web: 

https://www.VCCLoveland.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/VCCLoveland/  
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Most of all, let love guide your life, for then the whole 

church will stay together in perfect harmony.  

Colossians 3:14  

February 
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