
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and 

my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and 

rampart. 

5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the 

darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

(Continued on page 3) 

By John MacArthur  
A small item I read in the news twenty years ago has stuck in my 
mind ever since. The Rockdale County High School Bulldogs 
basketball team of Conyers, Georgia, won their first-ever state 
championship in March of 1987, rolling over all their opponents. 
After eighteen years of coaching the team without a championship, 
coach Cleveland Stroud was ecstatic. 
But a few weeks after the championship game, Coach Stroud was 
doing a routine review of his players’ grades when he discovered 
that one of his third‑string players had failed some courses, 
rendering the player academically ineligible for the 
basketball team. 
The struggling student was by no means a factor in the team’s 
victory. He was an underclassman who suited up for games but 
hadn’t actually seen any playing time all season. During one of the 
semifinal matches, however, with the team leading by more than 
20 points, Coach Stroud wanted to give every player an 
opportunity to participate. He had put that player in the game for 
less than 45 seconds. The ineligible man had scored no points. His 
participation had in no way affected the outcome of the game. But 
it was, technically, a violation of state eligibility standards. 
Coach Stroud was in a distressing predicament. If he revealed the 
infraction, his team would be disqualified and stripped of their 
championship. If he kept quiet, it was highly unlikely anyone 
outside the school would ever discover the offense. 
Yet the coach realized that at the very least, the player involved 
was aware of the breach of rules. It was also possible that other 
students on the team knew and thought their coach had purposely 
ignored the eligibility guidelines. But more important still, Coach 
Stroud himself knew, and if he deliberately tried to keep the facts 
from coming to light, his greatest coaching victory would be 
forever tainted with an ugly secret. 

Coach Stroud said from the moment he discovered the violation, he 
knew what he had to do. He never even pondered any alternatives. 
His priorities had been set long before this. He realized that his 
team’s championship was not as important as their character. “People 
forget the scores of basketball games,” he said. “They don’t ever 
forget what you’re made of.” 
He reported the infraction and forfeited the only state championship 
his team had ever won. 
But both coach and team won a far more important kind of honor 
than they forfeited. They kept their integrity intact and gained an 
immeasurable amount of trust and respect. The coach was recognized 
with numerous teacher-of-the-year, coach-of-the-year, and citizen-of-
the-year awards, as well as a formal commendation from the Georgia 
State Legislature. A few years later he was elected to Conyers City 
council, where he still serves. He was right. People who would have 
long ago forgotten about the Bulldogs’ victory in the state 
championship have never forgotten about this coach’s integrity. 
Ethical integrity is one of the indispensable attributes of Christlike 
character. As vital as it is to be sound in doctrine and faithful in 
teaching the truth of Scripture, it is by no means less crucial for 
Christians to be upright in heart and consistent in our obedience to 
the moral and ethical principles of God’s law. 
That is no simple duty, by the way. The moral standard God’s people 
are supposed to live by far surpasses even the highest principles of 
normal human ethics. 
This was one of the main points of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: “I 
tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20). 
The whole sermon was an exposition of the Law’s moral meaning. 
The heart of Jesus’ message was an extended discourse against the 
notion that the Law’s moral principles apply only to behavior that 
others can see. 
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Philippians 4:1  

"Therefore, my 

beloved brethren 

whom I long to see, 

my joy and crown, in 

this way stand firm 

in the Lord, my 

beloved. "  

"Therefore put on the 

full armor of God, so that 

when the day of evil 

comes, you may be able 

to stand your ground, 

and after you have done 

everything, to stand "  

Ephesians 6:13  

Bible Study & Fellowship Groups 

Gospel... 

Jesus taught, for example, that the sixth commandment forbids not 
only acts of killing, but a murderous heart as well (vv. 21–22). The 
seventh commandment, which forbids adultery, also implicitly 
condemns even adulterous desires (vv. 27–28). And the command to 
love our neighbors applies even to those who are our enemies (vv. 43
–44). 
How high is the moral and ethical standard set by God’s law? 
Unimaginably high. Jesus equates it with God’s own perfection: 
“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (v. 48). 
That sets an unattainable standard, of course. But it is our duty to 
pursue integrity relentlessly nonetheless. Perfect ethical consistency 
is a vital aspect of that consummate goal — absolute Christlikeness 
— toward which every Christian should continually be striving (Phil. 
3:12–14). No believer, therefore, should ever knowingly sacrifice his 
or her ethical integrity. 
Here are three powerful reasons why: 
First, for the sake of our reputation. Of course, Christians should not 
be concerned with issues like status, class, caste, or economic 
prestige. In that sense, we need to be like Christ, who made Himself 
of no reputation and took on the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7). 
There is a true sense, however, in which we do need to be concerned 
about maintaining a good reputation — and that is especially true in 
the matter of ethical integrity. One of the basic requirements for an 
elder is this: “He must have a good reputation with those outside the 
church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil” (1 Tim. 3:7 NASB). 
Nothing will ruin a good reputation faster or more permanently than 
a deliberate breach of ethical integrity. People will forgive practically 
any other kind of error, negligence, or failure — but ethical 
bankruptcy carries a stigma that is almost impossible to rise above. 
Several years ago, a parishioner told me something no pastor ever 
wants to hear. He had invited a business acquaintance to our church. 
The man replied, “You go to that church? I wouldn’t go to that 
church. The most corrupt lawyer in town goes to that church.” 
I didn’t — and still don’t — have any idea whom he was talking 
about. There are dozens of attorneys in our church. My hope is that it 
was a case of mistaken identity and that the person he had in mind 
was not a member of our church. But the following Sunday I 
recounted the incident from the pulpit and said, “If the lawyer that 
man described is here this morning, please take a lesson from 
Zaccheus: repent and do whatever you can to restore your reputation 
in the community. In the meantime, stop representing yourself as a 
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Christian. You’re destroying the whole church’s reputation.” 
According to Proverbs 22:1, “A good name is to be chosen rather 
than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.” You don’t 
have a good name at all unless your ethical integrity is intact and 
above reproach. 
Second, for the sake of our character. More important still is the 
issue of personal character. There’s a good reason why Jesus’ 
exposition of the moral law in Matthew 5 focused so much on 
uprightness of heart as opposed to external behavior. That’s because 
the real barometer of who we are is reflected in what we do when no 
one else is looking, how we think in the privacy of our own 
thoughts, and how we respond to the promptings of our own 
consciences. Those things are the true measure of your moral and 
ethical fiber. 
As important as it is to keep a good reputation in the community, it 
is a thousand times more important to safeguard our own personal 
character. That is why Jesus dealt with the issues of morality and 
ethics beginning with the innermost thoughts of our hearts. “For out 
of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, slander” (Matt. 15:19). 
It’s probably not overstating the case at all to say that the single 
most important battlefield in the struggle for integrity is your own 
mind. That’s where everything will actually be won or lost. And if 
you lose there, you have already ruined your character. A corrupt 
character inevitably spoils the reputation, too, because a bad 
tree can’t bring forth good fruit (Matt. 7:18). 
That brings to mind a third reason why it is so vital to guard our 
moral and ethical integrity: for the sake of our testimony. 
Your reputation reflects what people say about you. 
Your testimony is what your character, your behavior, and your 
words say about God. 
Consider what is being communicated when a Christian lacks 
ethical integrity. That person is saying he doesn’t truly believe what 
Scripture plainly says is true of God: That “to do righteousness and 
justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice” (Prov. 21:3). 
That “the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but 
the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him” (15:8). And that God 
“delight[s] in truth in the inward being” (Ps. 51:6). 
In other words, the person who neglects ethical integrity is telling a 
lie about God with his life and his attitude. If he calls himself a 
Christian and professes to be a child of God, he is in fact taking 
God’s name in vain at the most fundamental level. That puts the 
issue of ethical integrity in perspective, doesn’t it? 
That’s what we need to call to mind whenever we are tempted to 
adapt our ethical principles for convenience’ sake. It isn’t worth the 
high cost to our reputation, our character, or our testimony. 
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"Be steadfast, im-

movable, always 

abounding in the 

work of the Lord. " 

1 Corinthians 15:58  
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Day Time Contact Location Current Study 

Mondays 

5:30 pm Young Adult Ladies 

Hannah Zentz 

Hannah’s house Fellowship 

6:30 pm Young Adult Guys         

Jared Zentz 

Jared’s parents’ 

house 

Fellowship 

Tuesdays  

6:00 pm Women                         

Laura Cormos 

Church Philippians 

6:00 pm Men                                

Ken Hettinger 

Church Sunday Sermons 



11: Joel 

12: Daniel 1-3 

13: Daniel 4-6 

14: Daniel 7-9 

15: Daniel 10-12 

16: Ezra 1-3 

17: Daniel 4-6, Psalm 137 

18: Haggai 

19: Zechariah 1-4 

20: Zechariah 5-9 

September 

  1: Ezekiel 21-22 

  2: Ezekiel 23-24 

  3: Ezekiel 25-27 

  4: Ezekiel 28-30 

  5: Ezekiel 31-33 

  6: Ezekiel 34-36 

  7: Ezekiel 37-39 

  8: Ezekiel 40-42 

  9: Ezekiel 43-45 

10: Ezekiel 46-48 

 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  8 - 9  
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Bible in a Year - Reading Plan 

 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 

14 “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue 

him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

    I will deliver him and honor him. 

16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 

8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 

9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 

10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 

11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 

12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Do you shop at King Soopers? Now you can help raise funds for Valley Christian Church and the 

Youth Group/Children’s Ministry by linking your King Soopers card to the church`s account. 

Please follow the directions attached to this newsletter. Laura Cormos is more than happy to 

help answer any questions you might have. Many thanks for your support! You are a blessing! 

Psalm 91 

AUG-SEP 

BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

21: Zechariah 10-14 

22: Esther 1-5 

23: Esther 6-10 

24: Ezra 7-10 

25: Nehemiah 1-5 

26: Nehemiah 6-7 

27: Nehemiah 8-10 

28: Nehemiah 11-13, Psalm 126 

29: Malachi 

30: Luke 1, John 1 

Randy & Ariane M  8/4 

Tyler M   8/12 

Linda S   8/20 

Mike S   8/28 

Bob J   8/30 

Liz S   8/31 

Way S    9/1 

Dora R    9/6 

Brandon & Jennifer H 9/10 

Stephanie L  9/13 

Jeffrey C  9/16 

Brandon H  9/17 

Molly C   9/18 

Bill & Christine W 9/18 

Steve M  9/21 

Ariane M  9/23 

Rick & Pam T  9/23 

 

V A L L E Y  H E R A L D  



Pastor Lane Hardy 

Youth Pastor Sam Hardy 
 

 

Phone:  970.663.5996 

E-mail:  PastorLane@hotmail.com 

At Valley we won’t bore, bribe or badger you - we just 

want to communicate to you that God is real, and very 

present in your life. So we speak in terms that everyone 

can understand and tackle issues that everyone can re-

late to. 

Our pastor is an exciting and energetic speaker who is 

able to develop messages that are personal, practical 

and positive. Lane clearly believes the things he tells us 

and you can see how God’s principles for life put into 

practice provide us with a fulfilling life. 

When you first visit Valley, we want you to be able to 

experience an uplifting time of worship, encouraging 

messages, friendly people and enjoyable atmosphere. 

VALLEY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
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Meeting above The Garden Room  

every Sunday at 9:30 am 

697 N Denver Ave, Loveland, CO 80537 

We’re on the Web: 

https://www.VCCLoveland.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/VCCLoveland/  
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Most of all, let love guide your life, for then the whole 

church will stay together in perfect harmony.  

Colossians 3:14  

July 

 Puzzle 

Solution 

V A L L E Y  H E R A L D  

Brain Workout Corner 

 

Connect all of the islands by drawing a series of 

bridges between the islands. The bridges: 

• must begin and end at distinct islands, travel-

ling a straight line in between. 

• must not cross any other bridges or islands. 

• may only run orthogonally (i.e. they may not run 

diagonally). 

• At most two bridges connect a pair of islands. 

• The number of bridges connected to each is-

land must match the number on that island. 

• The bridges must connect the islands into a 

single connected group. 

  


